SWEDEN

Sweden is a state party to the United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of
Refugees and its Protocol, as well asto the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and its First and Second Optional Protocols. Some 16,303 applications for asylum
were filed in 2000, and at the end of the year, 10,833 applicants were awaiting decision
on asylum applications.* In 2001, some 23,515 asylum applications were lodged and at
the end of the year, approximately 16,000 applications for asylum were pending.? In the
first three months of 2002, 7,240 people sought asylum.® No information was available
on the number of asylum seekers detained.

Asylum seekers may be detained if their identity and nationality are in doubt, if they are
likely to be refused entry or be expelled, if questions arise regarding ability to enforce a
refusal-of-entry or expulsion order, or if they are likely to abscond or to commit a
criminal offense.* The decision to detain may be made by one of four agencies: the
police, the Immigration Board (SIB), the Aliens Appeals Board, or the Minister of
Foreign Affairs. When the decision is made by the police, it must be confirmed by one of
the other three.”

Non-compulsory accommodation is provided in reception centers overseen by the
Swedish Immigration Board (SIB). These consist of furnished flats which accommodate
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families aswell as shared flats for single asylum seekers.® Financia assistance may be
provided to needy asylum seekers by the SIB,” which usually requires that recipients
participate in activities such as language or job training.? Some reception centers also
provide on-site medical care and specialized counseling for survivors of torture.’

Is there independent review of the detention decision? Yes.

Detention orders generally are to be reviewed within two weeks and detention orders
related to refusal-of-entry or expulsion orders are to be reviewed within two months. 1f
such review does not take place within these periods, the detention order ceasesto be
applicable. If the orders are continued upon review, they are to be reviewed periodically
at the same intervals indicated above by the County Administrative Courts.*

Decisions to detain made by the police, the SIB or the Aliens Appeals Board may be
appealed by the asylum seeker to an administrative court; leave is required to appeal the
administrative court’ s decision to the Administrative Court of Appeals. Detention
decisions made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs may be appealed to the Supreme
Administrative Court.**

Aretherelimits on period of detention? Yes.

According to alate 2000 report, detention to determine an asylum seeker’ sright to stay in
Sweden is limited to 48 hours and detention to ensure removal or determine identity is
limited to two weeks, though these periods may be extended indefinitely on exceptiona
grounds.*?
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Pre-deportation detention is limited to two months, with the possibility of an unlimited
number of extensions.® Such detention may last over one year, in particular for those
who cannot be removed due to conditions in their country of origin.*

Isthere periodic review of detention? Yes.

Thereisregular review by County Administrative Courts™, at two-week intervals for
ordinary detention orders, and at two-month intervals for detention orders related to
refusal-of-entry or expulsion orders, according to the Swedish Red Cross in late 2001.1°

|s there access to government-funded legal aid? Limited.

Free state-funded legal aid is provided under the normal determination procedure.*’
Under the accelerated procedure, however, thereisaright to legal counsel but not to
state-funded legal aid (unless the deportation is to the country of origin, in which case
free legal counsdl is provided by the government).® Asylum seekers with respect to
whom there is a strong presumption that they will be granted refugee status are also not
provided with legal aid.'® Legal aid is always provided for appeals.”

Vulnerable groups: Unaccompanied minors are processed under the normal
determination procedures, and are appointed both a guardian to assist during interviews
and alegal representative. They may be detained only under exceptional circumstances
and,?! if under 18, may be detained for no longer than 6 days, according to a sourcein
late 2001.% As of 2000, there are no special accommodations made for female asylum
seekers.®
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