SLOVAK REPUBLIC

The Slovak Republic is a state party to the United Nations Convention Relating to the
Status of Refugees and its Protocol, as well as to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and its First and Second Optional Protocols. 1n 2000, 1,556 asylum
seekers applied for asylum, and 400 applications were awaiting decision at the end of the
year.' 8,151 asylum applications were lodged in 2001.2 In the first quarter of 2002, there
were 1,958 applications filed.> During the first nine months of 2000, approximately
1,700 migrants (not all asylum seekers) were detained at the Slovak-Ukranian border.’

A new Aliens Law, which became effective in April 2002, allows for a “tolerated stay”
for certain asylum seekers and suspends deportation for those appealing their expulsion.®
In June of 2002, the Parliament approved a new law expanding the scope of people who
may obtain asylum.® Thislaw is scheduled to become effective January 1, 2003.”
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Police may detain only aliens entering or remaining illegally and those awaiting
administrative expulsion.®

Asylum applicants, regardiess of the legality of their entry into the country, are
interviewed at the border, issued a 24-hour pass to a reception center and permitted to file
their application for asylum with the aliens police at the border.’

After their applications have been sent to the Migration Office, asylum seekers are
generaly placed in a closed reception center, where they are subject to a 1-month
quarantine, although enforcement of the quarantine is reportedly not always strict.'°

After quarantine, those who cannot provide for their own accommodation are then
transferred to a refugee residential center, where they are provided meals, basic medical
care and financial assistance. Leaves of more than 24 hours must be approved in advance
by the Migration Office.**

Is there independent review of the detention decision? Y es. Detained aliens may file an
appeal within 15 days with the Regional Court. *? This review is not automatic — the
detainees must initiate the process.™® The court considers whether the alien was detained
in accordance with law, and whether all procedural rules were followed.™
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Arethere limits on the period of detention? Yes.

According to the new Aliens Law, illegal aliens and aliens awaiting expulsion can be
detained for 180 days.™ Those applying for asylum are not detained.*®

Rejected asylum seekers may not be held for longer than 30 days. Once the 30 days have
expired, the asylum seeker is released, still subject to the removal order. If it can be
shown that removal to the country of origin isimpossible, the asylum seeker may be
eligible to apply for along-term residence permit.'” The 30 day limit is enforced by the
Police, the Department of Aliens and the Border Police.*®

|s there periodic review of detention? No.*
Is there access to gover nment-funded legal aid? No.

There is no right to government-funded legal aid. Asylum seekers must rely on services
from NGOs and UNHCR.?

Vulnerable groups: Unaccompanied minors are to be housed in aresidentia center, and
the Migration Office must appoint them a guardian to act as representative during the
asylum procedure.”
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