
IRAN  

Iran is a state party to the United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees 
and its Protocol, as well as to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
but not to its First or Second Optional Protocols.  Iran is a party to the 1951 Convention 
on the Status of Refugees.  In 2001, Iran hosted about 2.55 million refugees – the largest 
number of refugees in any country of the world.1  Over 2 million of these refugees are 
from Afghanistan.  The remaining refugees in Iran come from Iraq.  While it appears that 
Iran does have some process for giving refugees status, the status is “precarious” and 
“ambiguous,” according to the U. S. Committee on Refugees.2 
 
There has been a repatriation program for Afghan refugees in Iran.  The program is 
carried out in collaboration with the UNHCR.  While some sources show that Afghans 
are repatriating voluntarily, there is a question as to the extent of autonomy Afghans have 
in coming to such a decision.  It has been reported that Iran Revolutionary Guards have 
swept Afghan-populated areas in Iran, arresting Afghans and confining them in Camps.  
This practice has mostly affected single men, but families have also been detained. 
 
During 2002, the Iranian government announced that all recognized refugees would be 
forced to live in camps,3 although now only a small minority of refugees live in camps 
and are generally dispersed through out society. 
 
The issues of detention are not paramount in the context of Iran where millions of 
Afghans and Iraqis enter the country as prima facie refugees, without any refugee 
determination process.  In the exceptional cases of asylum claims from other countries, 
the UNHCR usually determines refugee status.   
 
Nonetheless, detention does occur, generally with the goal of deportation.4  It is unclear 
how many detention centers exist, but the UNHCR Global Appeal 2002 mentions two 
detention centers, one in the province of Khorassan and one in Sistan-Baluchistan.5   
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Is there independent review of detention decisions? No. 
 
Are there limits on the period of detention? No. 
 
Although there are no limits, detained Afghans are generally deported within days or 
weeks of the detention. 
 
Is there periodic review of detention? No. 
 
Is there access to government-funded legal aid? No. 
 
Vulnerable groups:  There is no special treatment for children or other vulnerable groups.  
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