GUINEA

Guineais a state party to the United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of
Refugees and its Protocol, as well asto the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and its First Optional Protocol. According to the U.S. Committee for Refugee’s
latest World Refugee Survey 2002, there were approximately 390,000 refugees and
asylum seekers in Guineain 2001, with approximately 300,000 from Sierra Leone and
90,000 from Liberia®. 1, 129 people have applied for asylum in Guinea according to
UNHCR since January 1, 2001 and since that time 1,187 asylum seekers have been
recognized as refugees.”

Refugees and asylum seekers have been routinely subject to arbitrary arrest and
detention. Asdetailed in a July 2001 report issued by Human Rights Watch, detention of
asylum seekers and refugees has occurred primarily at the border areas and roadbl ocks,
where Guinean authorities conduct security checks®. However, larger groups of refugees
have been detained en masse during periods when Guinea has been vulnerable to cross
border attacks by rebel factions.

In September 2000, after a series of cross border attacks by rebels from Liberiaand Sierra
Leone, approximately 3,000 refugees were detained’. Some were released days later, but
arbitrary arrests of refugees continued throughout 2001. In March 2001, Guinean
authorities questioned and detained approximately 450 refugees in the area of the
Massakoundou refugee camp after rumored rebel attacks. They were later released under
pressure from UNHCR.®

At borders and checkpoints in Guinea, refugees have been detained. The Guinean
government has deployed military personnel to checkpoints and borders to screen
refugees in order to prevent rebel infiltration. There has been generally no oversight of
the screening practices during security checks. Guinean army, police, and civil defense
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force members can accuse and arrest refugees they believe to be rebels. Those accused of
being rebels are detained and have been subject to abuse and torture. They can be held
without being charged and without evidence against them.® Individuals who are deemed
suspicious are detained, usually for periods from afew minutes to a few days or longer.
There are credible reports that refugees are sometimes held for months.” There is no limit
on their period of detention® and there are no protections to secure for their release.’
Some refugees pay bribes to Guinean security forces in order to secure their release from
detention.™ According to a representative of a Guinean non-governmental organization,
arrest and detention of asylum seekers are completely arbitrary. In no Guinean legidative
text does it indicate to arrest asylum seekers.™

|s there independent review of the detention decision? No.

As noted above, there are no due process safeguards to prevent arbitrary detention. If the
detainee has money, he or she may be freed quickly if he or she pays money to bribe the
security forces.?

Arethere limits on the period of detention? No.

Isthere periodic review of detention?

From our research and inquiries, there does not appear to be any periodic review of
detention.

|s there gover nment-funded legal aid? No.
Vulnerable groups:

Women refugees in detention are particularly vulnerable, as they are often subject to rape
and sexual violence by Guinean authorities.®
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