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Congress of the TUnited States
Vlasphington, |EC 20515 | '

February 27, 2003

The Honorable John Asheroft

Attormney General

Department of Justics

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
- Room 440

Washington, DC 20530-000)

Dear Attornoy Gsopral Asheroft:

As representatives of the poople of this great natian, we pride ourselves in providing a safe haven
for those who are in search of ome. For this TCason, We are Writing to express our concern
regarding your possible issnance of new regulations that threaten women and girls seeldng
asylum in the United States, Wa urge you not to issue ropulations that will reject gendorerslated
violence as a basis for asylum,

We bave learned that these new regulations could severely limit the ability of women flesing
trafficking, sexual glavery, honor killing, domestic violence, and other gender-related  human
1ights abuses from secking asylum in the United States. We also understand that you intand to
issue the regulations sometime within the coming days. We also understand that ducing this time,
the INS would have already transitioned into the now Department of Homeland Security. but
possibly leaving you with jurisdiction over asylum regulations and the much discussed Alvarado
case,

We are deoply concerned that the new regulations will revarss ourrent policy and make it more
difficult for anyome who has besn persecuted by “non-state actors” to gain asylum protection. The
implications of this change could be enormous, Potentially, this could mean denying promestion
. 1o whols categories of extremely vulnerable people, including, for example, victims of horrific

The United States has had a tradition of Pprotecting women from violence outside of their control.
In bonor of this tradition, we agk that you refrain from issuing regulations that would reject
gander-related viclence as a basis for asylum in the United States.
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